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In the Spiritual economy of God, He has always, in a clear 
and concise manner, made known His conception of what He 
desires for mankind. This practice of ñcommunicatingò what He 
wants His creation to become is stated in ñcovenant certification,ò 
inclusive of all expectations and penalties for non-compliance. 

We are first introduced to this practice in the Book of Genesis 
in Jehovahôs agreement with Adam (Adamic Covenant). A 
covenant is an agreement between two people and involves 
promises on the part of each to the other. The concept of a 
covenant between God and His people is one of the central 
themes of the Bible.  

In the Biblical sense, a covenant implies much more than a 
contract or a simple agreement between two parties. The word 
for "covenant" in the OT  (berît --beer-eeth-- in the sense of 
cutting or ñcut a covenantò) also provides additional insight 
into the meaning of this important idea. The word depicts the 
strange custom of two parties passing through the cut bodies of 
slain animals after making an agreement (Gen. 15: 17-18). 
Violating the covenant brought severe judgment as in the 
prophetic account of Jeremiah 34:17-18: ñTherefore, this is 
what the Lord says: Since you have not obeyed me by setting 
your countrymen free, I will set you free to be destroyed by 
war, disease, and famine. You will be an object of horror to all 
the nations of the earth. 18 Because you have broken the terms 
of our covenant, I will cut you apart just as you cut apart the 
calf when you walked between its halves to solemnize your 
vows (NLT).ò A ceremony such as this always accompanied the 
making of an binding agreement covenant in the OT. In  making 
their covenant in the temple (cf. 34:15) the people had slaughtered 
a calf... cut it in two, and walked between its pieces to signify their 
commitment to the bargain. By walking through the parts of the 
animal they were symbolizing the judgment that should befall them 
if they violated the agreement.  

So in every ñageò (called a ñdispensationò), God has been in 
agreement with people for the purpose of making known Who 
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He is. According to Biblical scholars, a dispensation is:  
-- ña period of time during which man is tested in respect to obedience 
to some specific revelation of the will of Godò                 C. I. Scofield 
-- ña distinguishable economy in the outworking of Godôs 
purposeò                                                                Charles Ryrie 
-- ñparticular way of Godôs administering His rule over the world as He 
progressively works out His purpose for world historyò Renald Showers  

Biblical covenants are all either ñconditionalò (God will do if man will 
do) or ñunconditionalò (God will do based on faithfulness to Himself) -- 
two are conditional (Edenic and Mosaic) and six are unconditional 
(Adamic, Noachic, Abrahamic, Palestinian (Land), Davidic and New). 
Five are made with Israel and three with mankind in general. The idea 
that God makes Himself legally accountable to an unfaithful servant is 
one magnificent demonstration of His love and power. And still He 
wants His people to be in ñcovenant fellowshipò with each other.   

The nature of Church fellowship is defined under the nature of 
ñCovenant.ò In our Doctrinal Summation Statements (New 
Hampshire Articles of Faith), Article 13 deals with the True Church: òWe 
believe that a visible church of Christ is a congregation of baptized 
believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the 
gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ; governed by his laws; 
and exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by 
his word; that its only scriptural officers are bishops or pastors and 
deacons, whose qualifications, claims, and duties are defined in 
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òRenewing Our Vows ó (continued from page 1)  
offering of gold, silver and bronze; blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn and fine linen; goat hair; ram skins dyed red and hides of 
sea cows; acacia wood; olive oil for the light; spices for the 
anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; and onyx stones 
and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and 
breastpiece.ô 
ôThen the whole Israelite community withdrew from Moses' 

presence, and everyone who was willing and whose heart moved 
him came and brought an offering to the Lord for the work on the 
Tent of Meeting, for all its service, and for the sacred garments. All 
who were willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold 
jewelry of all kinds: brooches, earrings, rings and ornaments. They 
all presented their gold as a wave offering to the Lord. Everyone 
who had blue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen, or goat hair, ram 
skins dyed red or hides of sea cows brought them. Those 
presenting an offering of silver or bronze brought it as an offering 
to the Lord, and everyone who had acacia wood for any part of the 
work brought it. Every skilled woman spun with her hands and 
brought what she had spunðblue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine 
linen. And all the women who were willing and had the skill spun 
the goat hair. The leaders brought onyx stones and other gems to 
be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. They also brought spices 
and olive oil for the light and for the anointing oil and for the 
fragrant incense. All the Israelite men and women who were willing 
brought to the Lord freewill offerings for all the work the Lord 
through Moses had commanded them to do (Exd. 35:4ð9; 20ð
29).õ 

The atonement money was a fixed sumðno more and no 
lessðbut this offering was a freewill offering, the principle 
on which all New Testament giving is based. You will note 
that: 

¶There was no compulsion to give. All who were willing, 
and whose hearts moved them, brought an offering to the 
Lord (Exd. 35:21; II Cor. 9:7b) 

¶God didn't tell His people how much to give: they gave as 
they wanted to give and as their hearts prompted them to 
give (Exd. 35:22ï28; II Cor. 9:7a) 

¶The people gave according to their meansðaccording to 
what each of them had (Exd. 35:5a; II Cor. 8:12) 
 God allowed his people to give according to how they felt 
in their hearts. No amounts were mentioned, neither were 
individuals told to give specific items. They were simply 
informed of the need and the people gave.  
 Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word 
throughout the camp: 'No man or woman is to make 
anything else as an offering for the sanctuary.'  
 
And so the people were restrained from bringing more, 
because what they already had was more than enough 
to do all the work (Exd. 36:2ï7). WOW!!! 
 

the Epistles to Timothy and Titus.ò   
In the front of the Baptist Hymnal, is a ñcovenant declarationò that 

was once attested to by the members of the Church every 
communion service. The document was penned circa 1833 by J. 
Newton Brown, along with the Doctrinal Summation called the New 
Hampshire Articles of Faith.  

The first paragraph of this Church Covenant reads: Having been 
led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our Savior, and on the profession of our faith having 
been baptized in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, we do now most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant 
one with another, as one body in Christ. 

The document goes on to say in: 
Paragraph # 2. we pledge our love, faith and obedience and 
covenant to live as Christians in our community and in our world 
Paragraph # 3 We also covenant to live as Christians in our 
homes, to engage in personal and family devotions 
Paragraph # 4 We further covenant to live with one another in 
Christ-like love; to pray for one another; to help each other in 
sickness and distress 
Paragraph # 5 We moreover covenant to love as disciples of 
Jesus Christ and to grow in His grace and knowledge, as we 
will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together; nor 
neglect to study the Holy Scriptures; nor fail to pray faithfully. 
We also covenant to contribute cheerfully and regularly with 
our time, tithes and talents to support the ministry, the expenses of 
the church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel 
through all nations. 

And finally in Paragraph # 6 We will, when we move from 
this place, as soon as possible, unite with some other church 
where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the 
principles of Godôs Word-- That is, if I canôt fulfill this covenant 
at this church I will unite with some church where I can carry 
out its tenets.  

The purpose of this article then is to remind all of the leaders 
and laity of the FBCJ fellowship that as a Congregationalist Body, we 
are governed by the majority direction of the body, which has 
directed us to proceed with an expansion project, to be 
completed in two phases. The first phase is the parking lot 
expansion, and the second phase is edifice construction. None 
of this can be accomplished without a commitment to funding 
by the people.  

Many will ask that in a recession like we are in, how is that 
possible? And my response will be to read the slave story 
found in Exodus 35. In the Chapter, while marching towards 
the Land of Promise, an appeal is made for an offering for the 
construction of the Tabernacle or Tent of Meeting. The first 
offering God commanded them to bring was the atonement 
money (Exodus 30:11-16). 
ôMoses said to the whole Israelite community, 'This is what 

the Lord has commanded: From what you have, take an offering 
for the Lord. Everyone who is willing is to bring to the Lord an 
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               Outreach Ministry  

Collection from February 5̚February 26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Items Needed 
 

Previously used Christian literature  

(Sunday School books, Daily Breads,  Christian Study Aids)  

Gently used warm climate clothing (t -shirts, shorts, capris, etc)  

Gently used shoes or sneakers  

 

The idea is to give from what we have.  Some of these items may be laying 

around your homes, and this is our way of sharing what we have in 

abundance. 

 

Contact Persons:  Denise Poole:  856.287-5240 

Eunice Spells:  856.776-3947 

 

981 Mail Avenue, Deptford, NJ 08096 

Website:  Fbcjerichoweb.org̚ Email:  fbcjerco@gmail.com 
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Benjamin Carson was born in Detroit, Michigan, 
September 18, 1951. His mother Sonya had dropped 
out of school in the third grade, and married when she 
was only 13. When Benjamin Carson was only eight, 
his parents divorced, and Mrs. Carson was left to raise 
Benjamin and his older brother Curtis on her own. She 
worked at two, sometimes three, jobs at 
a time to provide for her boys. 
 

Benjamin and his brother fell farther 
and farther behind in school. In fifth 
grade, Carson was at the bottom of his 
class. His classmates called him 
"dummy" and he developed a violent, 
uncontrollable temper. 
 
When Mrs. Carson saw Benjamin's 
failing grades, she determined to turn 
her sons' lives around. She sharply 
limited the boys' television watching 
and refused to let them outside to play 
until they had finished their homework 
each day. She required them to read 
two library books a week and to give 
her written reports on their reading even 
though, with her own poor education, 
she could barely read what they had 
written. 
 
Within a few weeks, Carson astonished his classmates 
by identifying rock samples his teacher had brought to 
class. He recognized them from one of the books he 
had read. "It was at that moment that I realized I wasn't 
stupid," he recalled later. Carson continued to amaze 
his classmates with his newfound knowledge and 
within a year he was at the top of his class. 
 
The hunger for knowledge had taken hold of him, and 
he began to read voraciously on all subjects. He 
determined to become a physician, and he learned to 
control the violent temper that still threatened his 
future. After graduating with honors from his high 
school, he attended Yale University, where he earned 
a degree in Psychology. 
 
From Yale, he went to the Medical School of the 
University of Michigan, where his interest shifted from 
psychiatry to neurosurgery. His excellent hand-eye 
coordination and three-dimensional reasoning skills 
made him a superior surgeon. After medical school he 
became a neurosurgery resident at the world-famous 
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore. At age 32, he 
became the hospital's Director of Pediatric 
Neurosurgery. 
 
In 1987, Carson made medical history with an 
operation to separate a pair of Siamese twins. The 
Binder twins were born joined at the back of the head. 
Operations to separate twins joined in this way had 
always failed, resulting in the death of one or both of 

the infants. Carson agreed to undertake the operation. 
A 70-member surgical team, led by Dr. Carson, worked 
for 22 hours. At the end, the twins were successfully 
separated and can now survive independently. 
 
Carson's other surgical innovations have included the 

first intra-uterine procedure to relieve 
pressure on the brain of a 
hydrocephalic fetal twin, and a 
hemispherectomy, in which an infant 
suffering from uncontrollable seizures 
has half of its brain removed. This 
stops the seizures, and the remaining 
half of the brain actually compensates 
for the missing hemisphere. 
 
In addition to his medical practice, Dr. 
Carson is in constant demand as a 
public speaker, and devotes much of 
his time to meeting with groups of 
young people. In 2008, the White 
House announced that Benjamin 
Carson would receive the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest 
civilian honor. 
 
Dr. Carson's books include a memoir, 

Gifted Hands, and a motivational book, Think Big. 
Carson says the letters of "Think Big" stand for the 
following: 
 
¶ Talent: Our Creator has endowed all of us not just 
with the ability to sing, dance or throw a ball, but 
with intellectual talent. Start getting in touch with 
that part of you that is intellectual and develop that, 
and think of careers that will allow you to use that. 

¶ Honesty: If you lead a clean and honest life, you 
don't put skeletons in the closet. If you put 
skeletons in the closet, they definitely will come 
back just when you don't want to see them and ruin 
your life. 

¶ Insight: It comes from people who have already 
gone where you're trying to go. Learn from their 
triumphs and their mistakes. 

¶ Nice: If you're nice to people, then once they get 
over the suspicion of why you're being nice, they 
will be nice to you. 

¶ Knowledge: It makes you into a more valuable 
person. The more knowledge you have, the more 
people need you. It's an interesting phenomenon, 
but when people need you, they pay you, so you'll 
be okay in life. 

¶ Books: They are the mechanism for obtaining 
knowledge, as opposed to television. 

¶ In-Depth Learning: Learn for the sake of 
knowledge and understanding, rather than for the 
sake of impressing people or taking a test. 

¶ God: Never get too big for Him. 
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òIsaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them.ó Genesis 25:26b (NIV) 
 
 Do you ever get tired of  waiting on God to answer your prayers? Recently, I began to feel 
a sense of  frustration with the wait, and also a little bit tired. Tired of  saying the same old prayer 
day after day, month after month, year after year. Tired of  telling God about the same old 
problems still going on. Tired of  hearing myself  pray about the same old problems, leading me to 
wonder if  God was as tired of  hearing my prayer requests as I was of  praying them. 
 So I bowed my head and admitted to God that I was simply tired of  the wait. 
In a heavy state of  emotional tiredness, I turned to the crisp, white pages of  my Bible. I was 
hoping God would illuminate a few verses that would jump out of  the book and straight into my 
heart. 
 I began reading about when Isaacõs wife Rebekah gave birth to twin sons. One particular 
sentence caught my eye and I read it again and again. My heart leapt as I realized God was using 
this one little sentence to speak hope into my spirit. He used His spiritual highlighter just as I had 
wanted. 
 Genesis 25:26 tells us that Isaac was sixty years old when his twins were born; a simple 
Bible fact, yet profoundly meaningful to me on this specific day. You see, Isaac had been patient 
for the Lord to provide the perfect wife; he was forty years old when he married Rebekah. If  you 
do the math you realize Isaac waited twenty years for Rebekah to bear him children! He could 
have chosen a concubine to bear him a son. But he was a man of  great patience who waited on 
God. Eventually his patient faith was rewarded. 
 Isaac never gave up hope that his Lord could make the impossible, possible. He had 
learned that his Lord would provide. So he continued to pray the same desperate prayer for a son, 
day after day, month after month, year after year. In fact, we learn in Genesis 25:21 that òIsaac 
pleaded with the Lordó (NLT), meaning he earnestly and strongly prayed about his problem. He 
did not half-heartedly ask God for a son, he pleaded! He begged. He poured his heart out. 
 I can envision Isaac passionately pleading to God throughout those twenty years, with out-
stretched arms and a tear-stained face pressed against the hot, dirty soil, begging God to answer 
his prayer. 
 Isaac was surely tired of  the wait, but he never stopped praying or believing that his 
dreams could come true. And in Godõs perfect timing, they did. If you are tired of the wait, you 
may be pleading to God just like Isaac. It may take twenty years for God to answer our prayers, 
or it may only take twenty minutes. But today, let us find comfort in remembering Isaacõs patient 
faith and take hope in believing that God is not tired of  hearing our prayers. Instead, He is simply 
waiting for the perfect time to answer. 
 
Dear Lord,  
Please help me have patience and faith while I wait to hear from You. Help me live in excited 
anticipation for the day when I will see how You answer my prayers.  
In Jesusõ Name, Amen. 

Source: Daily DevotionalñProverbs 31 Ministries 
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What is the LIHEAP Program? 

The LIHEAP (Low Income Home Energy Assistance 

Program) is a federally funded program that provides 

support to needy low-income households for utility bill 

payments. Federal funds are distributed to each state and 

the individual states then administer the program and 

funds distribution. LIHEAP pays partial energy bills for 

eligible families. 

 The program usually makes payments directly to 

your local utility company. Because the LIHEAP 

program provides support on a first come-first serve 

basis, it is important to apply as early as possible as some 

states provide no further support once their federal 

funding has run out. 

What is the WAP Program 

WAP, or the Weathization Assistance Program was 

created in 1978 to help low income families reduce 

their energy costs. The WAP program provides for home 

improvement in the form of insulating walls and ceilings, 

repairing broken windows, caulking and weatherproofing 

and by replacing inefficient heating and cooling 

appliances. 

 

How to Apply for LIHEAP in NJ  

The LIHEAP (Low Income Home Energy Assistance 

Program) provides assistance to low-income households 

who require assistance in order to pay for their heating 

and cooling bills. 

 

The LIHEAP application process varies by state, some 

states allow for applications online, while others require 

you to contact a local office. You may also call 1-800 -

510 -3102 in order to apply by phone.  

 

LIHEAP Eligibility 

In order to qualify for LIHEAP you must meet the 

eligibility requirements for your state, in general you 

must have an income less than 150% of the federal 

poverty level or 60% of the state median poverty level 

to qualify. 

 

LIHEAP Department 

Division of Community Resources 

 

LIHEAP Application Information by Phone 

1-800 -510 -3102  

 

How to Apply for WAP (Weathization Assistance 

Program) in New Jersey 

The Weatherization Assistance Program helps low-

income families and individuals by making home 

improvements in order to reduce their heating/cooling 

costs while improving home safety. Some common 

services provided by the program include wall and ceiling 

insulation, weatherstripping, caulking and heating or 

cooling system replacement. 

 The WAP application process varies by state, 

some states allow for applications online, while others 

require you to contact a local office. You may also call 

(609)633 -2378 in order to apply by phone.  

WAP Eligibility 

In order to qualify for WAP you must meet the eligibility 

requirements for your state, call or visit your states WAP 

website for more information on these requirements. 

 

WAP Department 

New Jersey Department of Community Affairs 
 

WAP Application Information by Phone 

(609)633 -2378  
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